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with either. 
together, I am conſtrained to ſpeak for myſelf, and 
once more, 10 give a Rea/on of my Hepe, that I am clear 


TO THE 


wy Rev. Mr. P 9 E R, &c. 


- p 5 
2 N £ 


© Norwich, New. 4, 1758. 
Rev. 8 I R, | = | | 


1- WER WILL 8 I had not a Sight of 


your Sermon on the pretended Inſpi- 
"IF ration of the Methodifis. Otherwiſe I 
K ſhould have taken the Liberty ſome 
x0 Days ſooner of ſending you a few 
Lines. That ra indeed, only repeats what has 


ben often ſaid before, and as often anſwered, But 


as it is ſaid again, I believe it is my Duty to 
anſwer it again. Not that I hive any Acquaintance 
with Mr. Ca 742105 Horn: I never exchanged a Word 

owever as you lump me and them 


from the Charge you bring againſt me. 
2. There are ſeveral Aſſertions in your Sermon 


. which need not be allowed; but they are not worth, 


"i ä 
N. B. Mr. Putter 8 Words are printed 1 in Lalic. 


e 
diſputing. At preſent therefore, I ſhall only ſpeak 
of two Things. 1. Your Account of the New Birth; . 
and, 2. The pretended. Inſpiration (as you are pleaſed to 
term it) of the Methodifts, „„ ORE 
I, | 3. Of the New Birth, you ſay, * The Terms of being 
=—_ regenerated, of being born again, of being born of )\) 
=  Gop, are often uſed to expreſs the Works of Goſpel | 
Righteouſneſs, I cannot allow this. I know not that 1 
they are ever uſed in Scripture, to expreſs any Out- 
ard Work at all. They always expreſs an Inward . 
Work of the Spirit, whereof Baptiſm is the Outward - | 
Sign. You add, Their primary, peculiar, and preciſe | 
Meaning ſigniſies (a little Impropriety of Expreflion) 
our Redemption from Death and Reſtoratien to Eternal © 
Life, through the Grace of GOD. It does not, un- 
. Jeſs by Death you mean Sia; and by. Eternal Life, 
Holineſs. The preciſe Meaning of the l'erm is, 4 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, an Inward Change 
from unholy to holy Tampers. You go on: This 
Grace our Lord here calls, Entring into the Kingdim 
„ GOD. If ſo, his Aſſertion is, Except a Man be 
born again — he cannot be born again.“ Not ſo. 
What he ſays is, Except a Man experience this * 
Change, he cannot enter into my Kingdom, ' 
4. You procecd:: | Our holy Cbureb dath tpark-us, 
#hat—-by the Laver of Regeneration in Baptiſh, we are 
received: into the Number of the Children of. GOD. 
Wir is tbe” Firſt Part of the New Birth. What is 
q the Fiſt Part of the New Birth? Bafti/m s Ie is the 
daa Sign of that Inward and Spiritual Grace; 
but no Part of it at all, It is impoſſible it ſhould 
be. The Ovtward Sign is no more a Part of the 
Inward Grace than the Body is a Part of the Soul. 
Or do you mean, that Regeneration is a Part of the 
New Birth? Nay, this is the tobols of it, Or is. it 
the Laver of Regeneration which is the F wit Part af it? 
That cannot be; for you ſuppoſe this to be the ſame 
with Baptiſm. _ : | VVV 
8. The Second Part, the Inward and Spiritual Grace, 
i a Death unto Sin, and a New Birth. unte Rightear/- 
<4 0 OO 8 neſs. 
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Ew. 1 pat! Is the New Birth the Second Par! of 


Second Part too. An 


the New Birth? I apprehend it is the Firſt and 

M7 ſurely. nothing could have pre- 
vented your ſeein ng this; but the Ardor of your Spirit 
and the Impetuoſity with which you ruſh along and 


\ , trample down all before you. Your Manner of Wiit- 


ing reminds me of an honeſt Quaker in Cornmall, 


| ' whoſe Words I would recommend to your Conſi- 


deration. Being conſulted by one of the Friends, 
Whether he ſhould pu4/j/þ a Tract which he had read 
to many in private; he replied, What, art thou 
not content with laying Jan Weſley on his back, but 
thau muſt tread his Guts out too!“ 

6. So much for your Account of the New Birth. 1 
am, in the Second Place, to conſider the Account you 
give of tbe pretended Inſpiration, (ſo you are pleaſed to 
term it). of the Methedifts. 

* Jbe Holy Ghoſt ſat on the Apaftles with cloven Tongues 
as of Fire—and Signs, and Wonders were done by their 
Handi. (Wonders indeed! For they healed the Sick 
by a Word, a Touch, a Shadow ! 
| "© They ſpake the Dead alive and Living a y* | 
But though theſe extraordinary Operations of the Spirit. 

have been long fince withdrawn, yet the Pretenſion. ta. 
them flill ſubfifis in the confident Claim , the Metho- 
difis. This you boldly affirm, and I flatly deny. E 
deny, that either I, or any in Connexion. with me. 
| (for others, whether called Merhodi ifs, or. any Thing 
elſe, I am no more concerned to anſwer than you are] 
do now, or ever did lay any claim to ' Fbeje i extr. ordin 
nary Operations of the Spirit. | 
7. But you will prove it. T hey 2 - confidently aud 
preſumptuouſly claim a particular- and immediate uſpi-- 
ration. 1 anſwer, Firſt, So do you, and in this very 
Sermon, though you call it by another Name. By 
Inſpiration, we mean, That 1 Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt which || he/ps our Infirmities, in igbiens our 
 Unaerſlanding, refifies our Will,. comforts, puriſies an 
ſandt iſies us. Now all this you claim as well as 1 
for thele are your own Wards, «Nay, but you 8 5 
a particular e 180 mY do. you: Do not %% 
expecæ 
F. 0, 17, 18. t, Lid. | Pag. 14. Pag. 19, 


* y r ene 
e 5 
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| expe him to PROD you. — Kinder 7 4 Yes, 


dut 1 lock for no immediate Inſpiration. Vou do- 
5 — expect he will immediately and Aire help your 


nfirmities. Sometimes, it is true, he does, by 
the Ned, ation or Intervention of other Men: But at 


other Times, particularly in private Prayer, he gives 

 _ that Help dire) from Himſelf. But is this all 
. . you mean by particular, immediate Inſpiration?“ It 
is, and ſo I have declared a thouſand Times in pri- þ 
vate, in public, by every Method I could deviſe, F* 


Tis pity therefore, that any ſhould ſtill undertake, 


to give an Account of my Sentiments, without either 
hearing or reading what I ſay. 5 this doing as We 


wore be done to? — 
8. I anfwer, Secondly, There is no Analogy hows 5 


F tween claiming this Inſpiratian of the Spirit, who you 
allow) * , and will , all true Believers 10 the 
End of the World; and claiming thoſe extraordinary 


Operations of the Spirit which were vouchſafed to 


the Apoſtles. The former, both you and I pretend 


to: Yea, and enjoy; or we are no Believers. The 


latter yo do not pretend too: Nor do I; nor any 


that are in Connection with me. 
9. But you 4 pretend to them. "Far you pray that 


' Signs and Wonders may ill be wrought in the Name of 
Jeu. True: But what Signs and Wonders? The 


Converſion of Sinners; the healing the broken in 
art; the turning Men from Darkneſs to light, from 
the Power of Satan unt GO D. . Theſe and theſe 


only are the Signs and Wonders, which were men- 


tioned in that Prayer. And did I not ſee theſe 


Signs and Wonders ſtill wrought, I would ſooner 
| hew Wood, or draw Water, than preach the Goſpel. 
For thoſe are to me very awful Words, which our 

Lord ſpeaks of Prophets or Teachers. Ye Gall know 


them, (whether they are true or fa//e Prophets) by 


. their Fruits: Every good Tree bringetb forth good Fruit— 
Every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is hewn 
dun and caſt into the Fire. What Fruit you have. 
brought forth at a 1 know not, GOD 
1 


: oY 10. Your 
# Pag. 18, Wes 


10. “ Your Followers, however, do pretend id the 
Grace of a miraculous Converfion.”” Is there any Con- 
verſion that is not miraruious s Ts Converſion a 
natural or /uper»atural Work? I ſuppoſe, all who: 
allow there is any ſuch Thing, believe it to be Su- 

-  . pernatural. And what is the Difference between a /@- 
 pernatural and a miracu/ous Work I am yet to learn. 
But they jay, that at ſuth a Time, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, the divine Illumination ſbone upon them ; Feſus 
knocked at the Door 4 their Hearts, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
- deſtendrd upon their Souls. That is, in plain Terms, 
' Raillery apart, at a particular Time, which they 
Th cannot eaſily forget, GOD did, in fo eminent a 
8 Manner as they never experienced before, ex/ighten 


. Their Underſtanding (they are their own Words) am- 
irt and purify their Hearts, and give his beazently Spirit 
15 5 t dioell in them. But what has 2¼l this to do with 


7 * thoſe extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spirit? 

, 11. * Under theſe pretended Impreſſions, their next 
Advance is, ta a Call to preach the Ward themſelves;. © 
and forth they ifſue, as under the immediate Iuſpira- 
is tion of GOD's Spirit, with the Language of Ap»ſiles,. and 

Teal of Martyrs, to publiſh the Goſpel, as if they were 
among our remoteſt Ancelers, Strangers to the Name of 
Cbriſt. 5 „ 
1 The plain Truth is this. One in Five hundred 
. of thoſe whom Gov ſo en/ightens and comforts, ſooner 
5 or later, believes it to be his Duty to call other 
Sinners to Repentance. Such an one commonly ſtifles 
this Conviction till he is ſo uneaſy he can ſtifle it 
no longer. He then conſults one or more of thoſe 
whom he believes to be competent Judges: And 
under the Direction of theſe, goes on, ftep by ſtep, 
from a narrower to a larger Sphere of Action. 
Mean time he endeavours to uſe only the Language 
of the Apofiles, to ſpeak the Things of the Spirit, in 
the Words of the Spirit. And he' longs and 'prays 
for the Zeai of Martyrs, continually finding the Need 
thereof; ſeeing our preſent Countrymen are as great 
Strangers to tbe Mind that was in Chrift, as our An- 
ceſtors were to his Name. N e 


Is - 


12. But 


4 


. the Holy Suri it 10 longer 6 comes from Heaven 
. Fe a ruſhing, mighty Wind. It no longer appears in 
- claven Tongues, as of Fire. I wonder, who imagines 
it does? We now diſcern not, between bis Suggeſtions 
and the Motions of our own rational \ Nature. N any 
Times we do not : But at other Times, Gov may 
give ſuch Peace or Joy, and ſuch Love to Himſelf 
and all Mankind, as we are ſure are not the Mo- 
tions of our on Nature. To fay then, that the Holy 
Spirit 6. gan bis Work at fach a Time, and continued it 
Jo tong in ſuch a Manner, is as vain as to account for 
the blowing of the Wind. Hold Accounting for, is 
not the Thing. To make a Parallel, it muſt be, Is 
as vain as to ſay, that the Wind beran to blow at 
ſusb @ Time, and continued fo Jong in Jucb a -Manner. 
And where is the Vanity of this? Why may I not 
, either that the Wind began to blow at ſuch 2 
Time, and blew /o long in fuch a Manner: Or that 
Gop began at ſuch a Time to comfort my Soul? 
That he continued that Conſolation / long? And in 
5 ſuch a Manner, by giving me either Peace and Joy 
in believing, or a lively Hope of the Glory of . 
| Gop 3 | 
155 * Not that we are without a memorable Inſtance 
7 is inflantancous Impulſe, in the ſudden Converſion of 
Faul. A poor Inſtanee this; for it does not 
appear, that His was a ſudden Converſion. It is 
true, A great Light ſuddenly ſhone round about him; but 
this Light did not convert him. After he had ſeen 
this, be was three Days without Sight, and neither did 
eat por drink. And probably during the whole Time, 
Gop was gradually working in his + ens till he aro/e, 
and being baptized, obe atuay his Sins, and was 2 
with the Holy Ghoft. 
14. But to return. + Their Teachers claim a par- 
ticular and immediate Inſpiration in their nauſeous Ef- 
Juin. Certainly they claim either 'a particular and 
immediate Inſpiration (as above explained) or none 
at all. But this is no other Aspiration (call it In- 
fue, if you a though it is a far ſtronger 
Term) 


» * 


3 Pag. 23. F Pag. 22. 


5. 1 

Term) than every one muſt have, before: he can 
either underſtand, or preach, or live the Goſpel. 
But ' there is not in Scripture the leu Promiſe or: En- 
couragement to expe? any purticulur Thſpiration. Yes 
ſurely, ſuch. an Inſpiration as this, you have allowed 
it over and over. And what External" Evidence ob 
this, would you have? I will believe, 9% are this 


inſpired, if you convert Sinners to Goo, and if 
; you yourſelf are Holy in all 3 of” Cancun 


Ts chere 27 Need of this Tyſpiration note, becauſe 
| 1970 50 udices of Mankind are in Front of th Gaſpel, 
and. the Profiſſian of it is under the Protection and En 
6 „ of* the Civil Power g The Projudices off 
ind" are in Favour of the Goſpel! What, the 
Prejudices of the Bulk of Mankind? To 2 
farther than Euglund. Are the Bulk of our Nation 
prejudiced in Favour of the Genuine Goſpel ! Of 
the Holineſs which it enjoins; of Chaſtity and Tem- 
g a 45 of deny in ourſe]ves, and taking up our 
roſs daily ? Of dying to the World, and d. 
all our Heart, and att” our- Life to Gon? Are they 
| pr judiced in Favour of preſenting our Souls and 
ies a conſtant, holy Sacrifice to Gon? What leſs. _ 
than this is Goſpel Holinefs? And are the "Pans 
of Mankind in Favour of this * © 
46. Likewiſe how far this Real Cb is 
under the Protectiia am Encouragement of the Civil 
| Power, I know not. But I know, a//' that will live 
godly in Chriff Feſus, ſhall juffer Perſecution : Dometic 
Perſecution, if no other; for be Hes of fuch & Mus 
fall be they of his azon Houſhuld. There ball be, and 
there are now, Five in one Houſe, Three againſt Two, and. 
Two againft Three + And that not for being Methodiſts, 
for having a Nick-name (although that may be the 
 Pretence, Dr want of a better: For who ſcruples to 
throw a Man into the Ditch, and then beat him, 
becauſe his Cleaths are dirty?) but for ling godly 3 
for loving and ſerving God, according to the beſt _ 
Light they have ? And certainly theſe need the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Gov's as to firengthen and Wo 
| my 


73 


und ibeir Spirit right within them. Sir, Did you ever 


wem, that they may ſuffer all Things, rather than 


turn aſide, in any Point, from the Goſpel- Way. 


17. But the Scriptures are a compleat and a ſuffi - 
cient Rule. Therefore, to what Purpeſe could any fur- 
ther. Inſpiration ſerve ?” All farther Inſpiration is unne. 
cefſary; The ſupp'ſed Need of it is highly injurious 1d the 


Written Mord. And the Pretenſian thereto, (which muſt 


be either to explain, or to. ſupply ic) in 4 wicked Proſump- 


dn, with" which Satan bath filled their Hearti, to lie of 


the Holy Ghoſt, | 
High ſounding Words ! But, Bleſſed be Goo, they 


are only Brutum Fulmen; They make much Noiſe, 


but do not wound. To. what Purpoſe could any fur- 
ther Inſpiration ſerve ? Anſwer yourſelf: To enlighten 
the Underſtanding, and ts reftify the Will, Elſe, be 


the Srriptaures ever ſo compleat,. they will not. /ave 


your Soul. How then can you imagine it /s un- 


nmecgfary? And that the fuppoſed Need of it is injurious 
to tbe Written Nord? And when you ſay yourſelf, 
be Spirit is to teach us all Things, and to guide us into 


al Truth ; judge you, Whether this is to explain,. or 
to ſupply the written Nord, O he does this by the 
written Word. True; But alſo by his Boly Inſpiration. 
So the Compilers of our Liturgy ſpeak : Who there. 


I © © fore, according to you, are guilty of wicked Preſump- 
din, with which Satan filled their Hearts, to lie of the 
Holy Ce. 225 eee 


18. Theſe allo are the Men upon whom you fall 


in the following warm Words. {he Power of Enthu- 
fan over an 'F | 
da it mu? be under. the Ferment of tbat old, four, 
 Teaven Hyporrify, to riſe to that daring Height. I think 


eated Imagination, may be very great, 


not: I think they were neither Hypocrites nor En- 
thuſiaſts; though they teach me to pray for, and con- 


early to expect (unleſs I am an Hypocrite indeed) 
= *G0»'s holy Inſpiration,” both. in order to © think _ 
= the Things chat be good,” and alſo, “ perfectly 
* * love him, and worthily to magnify his holy 
Name.“ | 3 | 


19. You go on. They braft that their Heart is clean, 


. 27, 22. 


VVV | 
read Morning Prayer on the Tenth Day of the 
Month:? You then ſaid, Make me a clean Heart, O 
60 D, and renew a right Spirit within me. Did you 
mean what you ſaid ? If you did not, you was'guilty 
of the groſſeſt Hypocriſy. If you did; Men did you 
expect Gop would anſwer that Prayer? When your 
Body was in the Grave? Too late! Unleſs we have 
clean Hearts before we die, it had been good we had 
never been born! EL ST i ag 
20. But they boaſt, they are pure from Sin, harmleſs 
and undefiled. So, in a ſound Senſe, is every true 
Believer. Nay, they boaſt, that their Bodies are a living 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to GOD. Sir, Is not yours? 
Are not your Soul and Body ſuch a Sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to Go? As the Lord Goo liveth, before 
whom we ſtand, if they are not, you are not a Chriſ- 


tian. If you are not an holy, living Sacrifice, you _ 


are ſtill dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. You are an Alien 
from the Commonwealth of Tjrael, without Chriſtian Hope, 
githout GOD in the World! © | | 

221. You add, Thus have 1 expoſed their boaſted Claim | 

to. a particular and immediate Inſpiration. Pag. 30. 

No, Sir, You have only expoſed yourſelf. For all 

that we claim, you allow. I have ſberon what a mi- 


ſerable Farce is carrying on, beneath the Mark of a more | 


refined Holineſs. No Tittle of this, have you ſhewn 
yet, And before you attempt again to ſhew any 


Thing concerning us, let me intreat you, Sir, to ac 1 


quaint yourſelf better with our real Sentiments. Per- 
haps, you may then find, that there is not ſo wide 
| a Difference as you imagined, between You, And, 


| Rev. Sir, « = | T 
| +; Your Servant, for Chriſt's Sake, 
z ⁵ pP : 
Nov. 7. | 


Jobs p,. 


